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Funded by EPA federal pass 

through funds via WA Dept. of 

Ecology as part of the PSP Action 

Agenda: Ecosystem Restoration 

and Protection Project 



B-IBI: PSP Vital Sign Indicator 



Freshwater Quality B-IBI Targets by 2020: 

PROTECTION - All stream drainage areas retain òexcellentó 

RESTORATION - 30 basins improve from òfairó to ògoodó 

PSP Ecosystem Recovery Targets 



On the ground progress 

towards targets: none 

 

Currently no funding for 

restoration & protection 

implementation or 

effectiveness monitoring 

 

Funding for King Co. to 

prioritize basins & develop 

strategies (this project) 

 

PSP Report Card 



Limits and Opportunities 

Framework vs. opportunistic, single site action 

 

Thoughtful, practical approach 

Widely available data 

Simple, transparent, updatable 

 

Not fish focused 

Restoration benefiting fish likely to benefit bugs 

Potential to leverage additional support if there are fish 

recovery goals for prioritized watersheds 
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Stakeholder Feedback 
 

    Focus of this talk  
 

Next steps 



Download B-IBI Data: 

www.pugetsoundstreambenthos.org 



Landscape Analysis 

Basin delineation 

Scale 

Watershed 

Local (1km) 

Buffer (90-m) 

Metrics 

Landcover 

Geology 

Site characteristics 

 Thanks Peter Leinenbach (EPA)! 



òExcellentó Sites (>42) = Protection 

òExcellentó scores 

 > 46  

 > 42 and <46 

 

121 sites scored 
òexcellentó at least once 

35 sites had a median 
òexcellentó score 
33 sites averaged 
òexcellentó 


